THE BOOK OF THE LAW
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day is "The Book of the Lz;',w", the readi ng
0K of the Law hy Earn, described, Tecorded in the Eightn

Chapterp of Wehemiah, Which states tnat after thirteen yearg' gh
Sence f rony Jerusalem, Ezra appeared Suddenly at ty £ite, at the
water ZBate, withp the Scripture, from which he read, raigeq upon
& pulpit of wood, becauge he wag above the People, Ang as he
read the beople bowed 1n adoratiun, Wailch wag bhe CUstom, I pre
Sume, {p Orientay countries, down upon their knees, With theip
headsg upon the ground,

3 o

Now this, of courge, to yg Cepresentg g state or mind in
those who are seeking to know the Divine Law, an must orow into
hisg higher Tealmg of consciousness. He ig becoming a Goq, Being
is manifest in its universe, at whichp man standg the heaq, The
question, then, wity CVery one of us 1, "yt i1s the Law of the
Universe, and how shall we attain t, it; how shall we observe jton

of the firgt step, Ezrg Tead thig S8Cripture on the
the month, A3 thesge figureg are symboliCal., The f1rst g4,
the montn I3 the first step in those Wio wigh to know about the
laW; the Divine Law, Then thig ig ke tu‘ui‘iuL’r‘:",L”y' step, Bt isn'y

first day of
$ rvind, "5

iy Oof

) ga )
Negative element, 71t Tepresentg 5 Negative gtate of mind, Ang
When he regqg the scripﬂuvc, all the D80ple howag, There 1g another
attitude of Hegation, Apg it ig evident pe read from the first
of the Bible, the books of Moses, Which are all, " Phoy, shalt notn-
in negative statf“ents.

A But thig is a necessary State of mind, Tt Tepresents that
first step that We every one take when we Wish to pet deeper
iFSith into spiritual things. ' vou Want to know more ghoyt

this\divine law that Tules the uni&efse, you mﬁsf read out gof
that 1aw You haye within you, I naye Within me - €Very one of

such g thing ag spirit, Fzra wag one of the Prohpets, ang yet
€ mugt demonstrate that fact, nd the first movement of thpe
mind in demonstration is asking "Ask ang ye shall recelve

knock, ang it ghal; be obened unt, ybu; 8eek and ye shall fingn,
You must, 1f vou Would know thig Divine Law, put yourself in gan
attitude of receiving. You mygt become a secker,

L of ug anything Unless we Pay for 1t,
You must egpy "hat you get . Now, tnig earning or understanding

is done With the mind, 1t isn't g Muscularp Work, It ignt¢ some -
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Spirit, and the Law of God i3 tere for every one of us if we seek
in the right way. Wow, 1f you would know this law, which the
nigher man does know,= through 211 the ages people have testifled
that God had revealed to them His law, and we must accept this
tegtimony, because it has been demonstrated. Jesus Christ un-
derstood the law, and e demonstrated it, which is evidence that
He had that understanding. "BY their frults vye gshall know them."

N

Now, then, if I know the law - 1if you would know the law,

put yoursgelf in that receptive attitude. If you have been a read-
r of this gcripture all your life, it may pe that you looX Co

nat as the source of instruction, as the source of God's law.,

Now rischt here many people cet astray. They have been taught

from thelir childnood that +his written book is the very word of
God; but is it? Has it proved jtself in that respect? If God

ig the one unchangeable, exact, definite principle of existence,
God never makes a mistake, never says "yes' when He means *ao
then the Bible can't be his unchangeable word, because it is full
of contradictions. Then we know that it isn't the direct word of
tod, but men, discerning this word of God, this Divine Law, have
written it out to the best of their ability, and We ghould re-
ceive it as such, And we should revere it to its full authority.
Whatever is good in 1t we should choose, and cast away that which
we find to be full of limitations. We should read out of this law
just as an attorney bhefore the court cites his authorities. He
doemntt volster up nig case by citing authorities that are opposed
to the point he wishes to prove. He citeg only those authorities
that other courts have passed upon and have decided in his favor,
S0, when one Who discerns the T.aw, knows the truth - and the Lord
will give every one of us a discerning gpirat. ~ when that one
gquotes from this Bible, he quotes only those points that will
bolster up his case. He is the representative - paid representa-
tive - of God, and he doesn't rely his authority by quoting gtuff
that is contrary to t+he Truth. He quotes the Truth.

Gt

So, when we read in this Scripture that God ig the author

of evil; that God brings destruction and death upon his people,
you say that doesn't prove our case, that can't be true of a God
of Eternal goodness, of eternal Life, ow can Tife have anything
to do with death? You turn over to the Tew Testament, and there
we read Jesus Christ said: "Blessed are they that bury thelr
dead; follow thou me", So we have the agiscerning spirit, and we
know exactly where to put this scripture.

wfow, 1t is sald that the devil can quote scripture. This
is illustrated in the case where Jesus Christ met the adversary
in the wilderness after the baptism; and the devil quoted scrip-
ture nearly as glibly as Jesus did, but Jesus had understanding.

When he quoted gcripture he could prove it, he demonstrated J i o
while his adversary couldn't.

Wow, we f4nd in ourselves two gtates of mind, that is, meta-
physicians say there are two egos, the mortal, carnal ego, and the
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gspiritual, Divine ego. we are forming character around one OT
the other of these constantly, and e 0 - I 0 question which shall
take the supremacy, which shall lead the procession of mind. All
of your ideas are marshalled and exercised and used with elther
the carnal, the personal ego, OT the Christ, oOT spiritual. Now,
you can, if you wish, prove tnis to yourself. You can prove it
by the result that you cet, If you find yourgelf in a world of
discord and sickness and inharmony and final dissolution of your
body, you may know that you are following the sdverse ego, the
personality; but, if you find, on the other hand, that you are
growing into harmony, into peace, into 2 certain satisfaction,
and joy comes to you, you are in the Divine peace that pIoves to
you that you have found something that pertains to the spiritual
ego, that it is coming into expression; that the positive side of
the situation is asserting itself. But this mortal ego has to
be dealt with. It 1is part of the consciousness, and it must be
educated also. Now this step that we read of here, Kzra stood up
and read this Law, there was &8 education or a calling of the
attention of this mortal ego, the carnal mind, to the Law. When
Jesus Christ spoke to those old jews who read the scripture to
Him, tried to make him conform himself to that gcripture, he told
them, 'Why, you search tnis scripture and you expect out of this,
out of that plece of parchment to get eternal Life - why, JYyou will
never do it'. He said, ' you haven't the word of cod dwelling in
you. You donit mow. anything about that W0 03 GO A B ST - BFEY
from these books; you must cet away from that negative law; you
must cease to be worshippers on the first day. Get into the sec=
ond or third day. What is that? Why, it je the positive stat e
of mind.

Now, thousands of people are quoting the gcripture and hang
on to that as the way into eternal Life. They are 1ike children
that, having once gotten the lessom, keep going over and over and
over that lesson, thinking that that is going to educate them.
They must go on; they must get into that state of mind which is
the Christ Mind, having authority to speak the Word, to affirm
that "I Am that thing; I am no longer a written book; 1 am no
longer under discipline of the negative Mosaic TLaw". I have come
out from that. I gtand with the Supreme Creative Wind, and Know
the law for myself. That ‘is the second step in the pppreciation,
in the cultivation of the Divine Man, and the Divine man is the
onlv man that is. T t is the man that every one of us have here,
waiting for us to grasp and tame. It is the man of spirit, the
man that speaks with authority. So, if you would grow rapidly
into spiritual understanding, if you would know the 1aw that rules
the universe, pray, snd then after you have prayed, becin some
affimation, vegin the development of the gpiritual man within
you, Rise up in your own authority and speak some true words; and
you, every one of you, know some true words: "od is ®od ; God
is All; God is everywhere present; God is the one all=informing
Wind;, God speaks through me". Why, we are every Oone of us propn-
ets, we are very one of us prophets, if we enter into the ungge-
standing of the pogitive side of this scripture, and that is all

or the serioture, The gcrivtnre ig written in vour mindg =2nd in




your hearts, but you will never flash it into expression until
you make some affirmation, until you make the positive side in-
stead of the negative.

Now, among the prophets there are those who represent, we
might say, the clowns. Jomah was a clown among the prophets
in the 01d Testament. He was one of those little fellows that we
find, if we go to the circus, that tumbles around and makes .a

- Joke now and then for the audience, When the Lord told him to do

a certain thing, he did right the opposite, he ignored the right
thing. "e was constantly making conditions that brourht what we
might call raillery or a joke even on the saints of the Tord.
According to the scripture the Lord said unto him, when Fe told
him to do a certain thing and he doesn't do it, "Little man are
you wroth?" "Andgpaid, He said to him, "Little man are you wroth
again?" In other words, it seemed almost as of the Tord was jok-
ing with Jonah,

Jonah was a joke; remember that when you read the scripture.
That idea which was sown here in the book there, has been carried
down, down, down until to-day we find people who call those that
bring an ill-luck a Jonah, And we have every one of us this Jonah
soircits We-sometimes like to joke about spiritual things, and
it isn't merely a joke, but we are frequently just like Jonah -

adverse when the Lord tells us to do a certain thing. We turn right

around and do the very opposite. Why? Well, because we don't
pray, to begin with,

Wow, Jonah 4idn't get down on hisg metaphysical knec to ask
the Lord what to do in a certain case, but he rushed right off.
He wasn't going to do that, he was going down to Tarsus.

You find in your spiritual development; you say, "Now I have
got to have that now - I must have that", You begin your affirm-
atlons; you rush right away from probably the very thing that
you should observe = that is, the law of receptive asking.

The mortal man should be small in the gsight of the Lord to
begin with, Tt is the spiritual man that is the large man; it
is the spiritual man that makes these high statements, these af-
firmations of Spirit, It isn't the mortal. Some people think
that because we make high statements for ourselves that we are
talking under the mortal law. Not at all! Alnyone who makes a

statement for his personality has lost sight of the Truth., He is
not really in the Divine Law,

Wow then, Divine Law is Spirit, Remember that. Tt is un-
lversal. It is that supreme something in us that shows us every
time the righteous way; and that richteous way is the way of the
Law, The law is personal, working itself into our lives and the
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1ives of those about us, in a harmonious, exact way, Blackstone
gave that"Law is a Rule of Action"; that we make or observe these

laws and they become part of our

5

daily lives. That is true., And

if we incorporate into our consciousness a law of peace and love

and power
universal 1life of ourselves and
it becomes the written law
ig all the real law is,

nd wisdom, and lay that down as part of the
the rest,
of the
I wouldn't depreciate this

ocreat

it becomes objective;
inner conscious nebv, and that
Bible, be-

cause it is one of the greatest of our books that was ever writ-

ten, but it
to that Bible, Dbec
the truth.

*T

.

written by a Jew,

turd\oi“t
mrde
interpolated and they eliminated
Bible to fit the creed,

Isaac Liether;
Nearly all of these

You find that this is true,.

should never bind me,
ause of its many deflections,

ow, we have a new translation

hy Englishmen, and they had

I should never be in bhondage
through men, of

called the Liether Bible,

and it is written from the Jewish
translations that we have were

a creed to substantiate. They
words, and they fixed up the

That the 1ittle illustration

that I zave you a few migytes ago, where in our Xing James ver-
(- )

sion Jesus sald: "Search the

scriptures", Now,

when that was re-

viged. the Board found that the orisinal translators had just

d ronpe (T} +h .‘t

1ittle word "ye" out,
command to search the scriptures.
ing it 2 command, was showing them how

in order to make it a posgitive
Jesus Christ, instead of mak-
they were burdened with

the letier of the sc¢ Y']_I' ures, when they should be se arching the

scriptures trying to get the Divine Life. 8o, inthis

translation,

not translated correctly. Thig

Liether

we find there so many of the different meanings are
Hebrew knows the
{l1lustration, in the Psalms it is written "Precious in the

language, FXor
sight

of the Tord is the death of His saints", ¥Now in Mr, Liether's
translation that is changed directly‘ahout He says: "Grevious
in the eyes of the Lord is the death of sy pious ones". ngtead

of it being precious in the eyes of the Loyd; it erieves the

to think that his
to give up to death,

S0’ you can see,
spirit, it proves our case,
ing of this Bible, we find that
it has been W°rped by the
preconceived ideas. So I would
:criptures, read 1t in the

mortality of men to holster up

Lord

orecious ones or His saints are so fooligh as

if you study this Bible in the original
and as

we gearch into the inner mean-
it has been inspired of God, but
thelir

say to you, when you read the
gplrit,
Spirit maketh alive; and the only way to read this
aricht is to read it from the Jesus

killeth and the
scripture
Christ view-point. Read it

The lettier

as a spiritual being; read it as you would read something that

was for your special unfoldment,
special revelation, and you wil]

anew, It isn't as you thought it

is a different book entirely.

wrrnd + e vrnn-—\, 1_!7:‘4'1"‘ 4‘1*\9

You place yourself whe
added undergtandine that hasg saccnmnlsted

that was given to you as a

find that the scripture becomes
was, It is illuminated. It

re these 0ld
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